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SCOPE

This paper contains a history of the Montoneros in Argentina
from March 1970 to early April 1977. The report has been divided
into the following four phases: 1) March 1970 when the Montoneros
were formed to the spring of 1973 when the Peronists won the elec-
tions; 2) March 1973 when Hector Campora assumed the presidency
to 6 September 1974 when the Montoneros declared war on the govern-
ment and voluntarily went underground; 3) 6 September 1974 to
8 September 1975 when the government outlawed the Montoneros;

4) 8 September 1$75 to early April 1977.
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HISTORY OF THE MONTONEROS IN ARGENTINA
FROM MARCH 1970 TO EARLY APRIL 1977

1. The Montoneros were ‘formed: in:March 1970 as a predominantly
peronist-criented organization which included leftist peronists,
radical catholics, leftist natfonalists and marxists. The original
membership was drawn from all classes, but the majority consisted
mafnly of students and professionals plus a limited number of workers.
The Montoneros took their name from groups of irregulars who fought
in the Argentine war of independence and in the civil war and up-
risings against dictators during the period from 1820-1853.
Philosophically, the Montoneros embraced the traditional peronist
beliefs in social justice, economic development free of foreign
influence, a just distribution of wealth within a national socialist
system, and political independence. The ideology of the Montoneros
gradually tilted more to the left, and in 1973 one of their leaders
described the Montonero ideology as a combination of marxism, nationa-
1ism and peronism which, he said, was adapted to the objective condi-
tions existing in Argentina. He stated that their strategy was the
development of a "popular war,” led by the Montoneros, and that the
ultimate struggle in Argentina would be between the people and the
revolutionary vanguard on one side and the forces of repression and
imperialism on the other.  ~ ™ "

2. During the first three years of their existence, the Montoneros
functioned as a classic underground urban guerrilla terrorist group,
dedicated to overthrowing the military govermment and to restoring
duan P er on to power, if necessary by force of arms. Their
first terrorist act was the kidnapping on 29 May 1970 and subsequent
assassination of former Presidént Pedro.€E. Arambu r u. Indica-
tions are strong that Peron:did not disapprove of the action. After
the murder of Aramburu, the Montoneros undertook a series of poliical
assassinations, bank robberies, attacks on various military and police
installations, and occupation of small towns. Unlike the People’s
Revolutionary Army (ERP), the Montoneros did not seem to single out
toreigners or foreign firms as targets, although they did kidnap the
director of Phillips of Argentina in September 1972 and possibly con-
ducted other kidnappinjs. The Montoneros took the war directly to
their main enemy, the military government. '

3. The Montoneros also mounted joint operations with other Argentine
terrorist groups, the most spectacular being a massive break from
Rawson Prison in August 1972. Although Montonero leader, Fernando
Vaca Narva]ja, was anong the group that hijacked an airliner
to Chile and escaped, most of the others involved were killed by the
military in the "Trelew Massacre,” which has become a cause celebre
for Argentine terrorist groups. .. .
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4. During their first three years underground, the Montoneros con-
tinued to expand their political base as well as condyct terrorist acts.
The Montoneros reportedly spent much of 1971 forming support groups in
the Catholic youth movement and establishing fnfluence in the parochial
schools, universities and Catholic lay organizations. The Moutoneros

also became involved with "third world priests,” a loose'ly-lgnit organiza-

tion of radical priests, a few of whom belfeved in violent revolution
to change the social order 1n Argentina

5. During this time. the supreme body of the Montonero movement was
the Mational Command under which a number of provincial commands h:d
been established. A member of the National Command was assigned to
each provincial command to give it political guidance. The provincial
cormands were made up of several basic recruiting units and basic
combat units.responsible for propaganda activities as well as armed
operations. These units were divided into cells.
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6. The Montoneros began to enter their second phase during the Spring
of 1973. In March 1973, the orthodox Peronist Partyasked all terrorist
groups in Argentina to stop their activities during the presidential
elections. While the ERP refused, the Montoneros agreed.

7. After the election of Hector Camp o r a as President on the
Peronist ticket in March 1973, the Montoneros -scaled down their
terrorist activity and began to emerge and operate quite openly in
Argentine.politics. They concentrated on becoming th: rallying point
for ultra-leftist peronists, particularly among the peronist youth.

The Montoneros increasingly shied away from political violence, although
they may have been responsible for the assassination of Jose Ignacio
Rucc i, awell-known labor leader, on 25 September 1973.

8. Following Juan Peron's assumption to the presidency in October
1973, the Montoneros officially announced that they were merging with
the Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) led by Roberto Qu i e t 0. The
new group would be under the joint leadership of Quieto and Mario
Firmenich, the Teader of the radical peronist faction of the
Montoneros, and would use the Montonero name. :The group pledged to
follow Peron and to undertake revolutionary development without violence.
A splinter group of the Montoneros, known as the “"Savino Navarro Column",
rejected the merger and continued to advocate the creation of a socialist
state through armed struggle. It is believed, however, that this column
later rejoined the Montoneros. The FAR had made its initial appearance
in Argentina in mid-duly 1970. It was first created to support Ernesto
"Che" G u e via.ra inBolivia; and most of its founders were trained
in Cuba. Its membership was largely drawn from the lower and middle
classes and students. The FAR's ideology was marxist-leninist, and the
leadership supported "Che" Guevara's theory of the guerrilla front. The
FAR had engaged in widespread terrorist activities, including the kid-
napping of foreign businessmen.

9. During the Fall of 1973, Peron continued to attempt to persuade
the Montoneros to give up violence and to keep them as a part of the
peronist movement. As of September 1973, Peron reportedly planned to
offer Firmenich and Quieto positions in the government, representing
the Montoneros, in exchange for their cooperation. The positions would
reportedly have been low-level ones and would have had little influence
upon the decision-making powers of the government. The kid-glove treat-
ment of the Montoneros continued. When both Quieto and Firmenich were
arrested in separate incidents in_February 1974 for carrying false
documents and 11legally possessing weapons, they were quickly released
by the courts for lack of evidence.

10. It soon became clear to the Montoneros, however, that President
Peron was not going to take Argentina to the left as they desired. In
mid-October 1973 a delegation of Montonero leaders met with the Army
Chief of Staff and asked the army for weapons to protect themselves
from extremist elements in the trade unions and also to improve their
power position so that the "fascist" ring around President Peren could
be broken. The army refused. In the Winter and Spring of 1974, the
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Montoneros realized they could not achfeve their aims openly. They
decided they would have to confront the Peronist government and even
President Peron himself. A minority faction in the Montoneros wanted
to work toward the creation of a mass movement which would unite groups
with similar philosophies and ideologies and to avoid confrontation

and sg?agatfon from the peronist movement at all costs. The majority
prevailed. :

11. The confrontation with Peron came to a head during the 1974 May
Day celebration of National Unity when the Montoneros shouted anti-
government slogans during Peron's speech, causing Peron to lose his
temper and denounce the hecklers as "stupid, immature hirelings of
foreign money." The Montoneros left the meeting en masse. A group
of moderate Montoneros who were still members of the Catholic Church
denounced the walkout and claimed that the Montoneros were being mis-
led by the FAR.

12. The death on 1 July 1974 of :Juan Peron and the assumption to the
presidency of Peron's vice presideritand widow, Maria Estela (Isabel)
Martinez de Peron, made the Montoneros' confrontation with the
government easier., They started a propaganda campaign in order to
pressure the government to proscribe their organization. This failed,
although the government banned the publication of the Montonero
magazine "La Causa Peronista," and the Montoneros were forced to take
the final step themselves when on 6 September 1974 they declared war
on the government of Mrs. Peron and went underground, annoyncing they
would undertake an anti-government campaign. .

13. By early September 1974, the Montoneros had, according to a
Montonero leader, 15,000 members throughout the country, 2,500 of
whom could be considered armed combatants. In the Buenos Aires area
alone, the leader said there were 8,000 members, 1,500 of whom could

be considered armed combatants. He estimated that the Montoneros could
probably mobilize some 200,000 supporters throughout the country, and
between 50 and 60 thousand for demonstrations in the Buenos Aires area.
The Argentine| estimated at that time that there
were 11,000 Montoneros, of whomi 10 or 15 percent were armed and
dangerous. The Argentine[ |believed the Montoneros were divided
into two factions, a violent-line group which represented 60 percent

of the membership, in }1 of the FAR, and a moderate faction. -
the violent faction controlled all of

the weapons and six million dollars in funds. As of 1974 the leaders

of the violent-line faction were, for the most part, former leaders

of the FAR and were more marxist than peronist. It was considered at

that time that a notable exception was Mario Firmenich, who adopted a

more moderate public image but who
was just as much a proponent of violence as the FAR. They

actually considered Firmenich more dangerous than the other Montonero 3 3(b)(1)

leaders because of the sizeable following he enjoyed from both factions :

and because of his skills as a political manipulator.
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14. In what could be considered "phase three" of the Montoneros,
that is ,.om their decision on 6 September 1974 to declare war on
the government and go underground, to their being outlawed by the
government on 8 September 1975, the Montoneros carried out a number
of significant terrorist acts; some -of which were the following:

19 September 15%3% The Montoneros kidnap two prominent

‘businessmen, Juan and Jorge B o r n of the Bunge and Born Company.

Jorge was released in June 1975 after his brother agreed to pay an
amount believed to range between 30-60 million dollars and 320,000
new pesos in merchandise distributed to the poor.

1 November 1974 -The Montoneros assassinate by a remote-
controlled bomb Federal Police Chief Alberto V i 1 ar and his
wife while they were aboard a yacht.

26 February 1975 - The Montoneros kidnap John Patrick
E g a n, Honorary Consul for the United States in Cordoba. When the
Argentine government failed to negotiate and produce four alleged
prisoners demanded by the abductors, Egan was killed and his body
found 28 February 1975.

25-26 July 1975 - The Montoneros are responsible for numerous
bombings and other incidents-within the greater Buenos Aires area to
commemorate the 26 July death of Eva P e r o n.

28 July 1975 - The Montoneros assault the "Halcon" weapons
facility in Banfield taking over 600 guns, including 105 submachine guns.

Period around 22 August 1975, which is the ann1versary of the

"Trelew Massacre.” The Montoneros:are responsible for various incidents,

including the explosion on a navy ship in the Federal Capital causxng -
serious damage. .

15. The objectives of the Montoneros by now were to provoke through
terrorist activities a military coup d'etat followed by a polarization
of the political forces. The Montoneros reasoned that following a coup
d'etat with time the rightist sector would be dominated by the military
with the support of some civilians, and the leftist sector would consist
of a coalition of most of the Ieftist groups dominated by the Montoneros. -
The Montoneros calculated that under such a situation the rightist
forces would be in a definite minority with many sectors sympathetic
to the rightist side remaining uninvolved out of disinterest or fear.
With the advantage of numbers, the Montoneros would then be ir.a position
to press for elections and, through a leftist coalition led by the
"Authentic Peronist Party,” the Montoneros' political party front, take
control of the country via the electoral process.

16. To better organize its military.campaign, by mid-1975 the Montoneros
decided to devote about a three-month period to intensive militant
operations, to be followed by some six months of planning, selecting
specific targets and assigning teams against them, training cadre and
acquiring weapons and materiel. Militant activities were to continue

Fatada TS
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during this latter phase, but on a lTower level. The large-scale
terrorist activity during the 25-26 July 1975 period marked the

beginning of what the Montoneros called their "First Military Campaign"
which was to run through October 1975. The primary targets during this
campaxgn were to be the paramilitary forces of the Argentine government
since the Montoneros did not yet consider themselves prepared for direct
confrontation with the Argentine army. The Montoneros would retaliate,
however, whenever the Armed Forces became involved in repressive measures
against the Montoneros.

17. Up until about the time they were outlawed on 8 September 1975

the Montcneros had been able to operate with virtual impunity. As the
Montoneros had been an instrumental factor in bringing about the return
to power of Juan Peron, and as they considered themselves representat1ve
of peronism, there was a political problem for the government in turning
against them, despite the Montoneros' militant offensive against the
government of Mrs. Peron. Consequently, as a result of their virtual .-
free rein to operate, the Montoneros continued to gain recruits and 3.3(b)(1)
sympathizers. In September 1975 | ' the : :
Montoneros had grown considerably during the previous few months, acquir-

ing a large number of new members from among workers who were d1sgrunt1ed
over the worsening economic situation in Argentina. While| ] 3.3(b)(1)
did not state the precise number of recruits, he indicated the number .
might be around 2,000.

18. During this period, in addition to acquiring actual recruits
within labor, the.Montoneros also managed to achieve influence among
the work force of several important industries, such as within automo-
bile plants. While the Montoneros never managed to control unions, they
did succeed in dominating the internal labor commissions of many
factories and being selected as labor delegates. These Montoneros
rare]y revealed their true affiliation to their worker colleagues, -
passing themselves off merely as peronists o, when pressed, as members
of the "Authentic Peronist Party.” They devoted their efforts in try-
ing to bring about higher wages and greater social benefits for the
workers and for the most part did not attempt to organize the workers
politically. It was not difficult for the Montoneros to enter a plant's
work force as they were usually well qualifiéd. Many companies hired
their workers and technicians based on examinations, and consequently, -
the Montoneros, most of whom had had some university education, were -
usually able to pass the tests easily and be hired legitimately. For
example, the Montoneros would have their members who were engineering
students take the tests given by automobile companies.

19. Within the student sector, the Montoneros were also acquiring
recruits and influence. The Montonero student front at the secondary
level (high school) was the "Union of Secondary Students" (UES), and
at the univers”: - level the "Peronist University Youth" (JUP). The
primary object.._ of the UES was the continuous formation within
secondary schools, and particularly technical schools, of "base groups,"
which generally consisted of four people, one being the group leader.

The UES rarely assembled to agitate en_masse for_ student causes. Efforts
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to promote the objectives of the UES were normally carried out quietly
through individual contact. .

20. Within the university sector, the JUP became more vocal than the
UES, utilizing its organizational strength and the experience and
capability of its members to champion:causes or pressure for actions.
To help achieve its objectives, the JUP resorted to public rallies,
propaganda, and pressure on professors. The JUP's activities were
directed both at national political matters, as well as strictly
student aspects. For example, with respect to the latter, problems
such as inadequate student dining rooms, professor absenteeism, lack
of vacancy in a particular course and difficulties with enrollment all
became the concern of the JUP in an effort to win student recruits and
sympathizers. Individuals represented within the JUP were elected by
students from individual university departments. Within each depart-
ment there were "student centers” which were politically oriented
student groups competing with one another to obtain student representa-
tion within various unfversity organizations, including the JUP. The
Montoneros infiltrated both openly and clandestinely “student centers"
in almost all university departments throughout the country. The
Montonero-dominated "student centers” obtained adherents both through
ideological appeal, as well as through services, such as providing
textbooks at low cost, course aids and employment opportunities.

-21. The JUP had a national leadership consisting of two representa-
tives from Buenos Afres, one from the Littoral, one from La Plata

and one from Cordoba. - The JUP leadership would meet aloine every
fifteen days and with the national leadership of the Montoneros every
month. Vhile both the JUP and the UES became influential throughout
the country, within the Federal Capital area the JUP was particularly
strong within the National University of Buenos Aires, notably in the
departments of Medicine, Architecture and Urbanism, Exact Sciences,
Pharmacy and Biochemistry, Philosophy and Letters, Economic Science,
and Law and Social Sciences. At the secondary level, the UES became

strong in the Federal Capital area within the Buenos Aires National
College, Carlos Pellegrini National College and Sarmiento National
College.
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